THE CLIMAX
announcing that they will accede to any demand, and suffer
meekly any rebuff, from another.
The Second Reform Bill* In a general view of the
fortunes of England during the nineteenth century the dis-
tinction between the various personalities within such of the
governing class as chose to enter public life is unimportant.
Whether Peel or Aberdeen or Palmerston or, later, Gladstone
was personally responsible for this or that is of very little
moment; the thing would be done in any case, the policy was
that of a large and ubiquitous corporation—the governing class—
conducting the nation from one increase of wealth and power to
another with almost unfailing political instinct.
In the common type of that class there was one exception, and
that exception was the strange personality of Benjamin Israel,
whose grandfather had adopted the more theatrical style of
* D'Israeli.5 Disraeli was not a practising Jew (his father had
caused him to be baptized in youth), but he was very proud of
his Jewish blood and had an unbounded admiration for the race
of which he was a really distinguished member. Further, he
showed the characteristics of that race in an acute intelligence and
in a self-respecting devotion to the service he had undertaken.
He had entered English public life, and though there was nothing
of the Englishman about him, though his presence in it was the
presence of an alien far more than would have been the case
with a Frenchman, German, or Italian unable to speak English,
yet he consistently served what he conceived to be the destinies
of England, and what was more, in his -view of these, even where
they were tinged with theatrical exaggeration, a strong and
increasing body of Englishmen came to agree with him.
His capacity for playing the game of politics was first seen at
the time of the repeal of die Corn Laws, when he began to rally
the support of popular Toryism to oppose the growing Liberal
feeling which was the motive force behind the Free Trade move-
ment, the demand for an extension of the suffrage, for popular
education, and all the rest of it. Disraeli's accomplished power
to manipulate the material which lay ready to his hand was best
seen in the Second Reform Bill, that of 1867. The demand for
increased Reform was naturally in the hands of the opposite
group of men from those whom Disraeli was coming to lead—
it was in the hands of the inheritors of the old Whigs, the fore-
fathers of the later Liberals. But, their efforts having failed in
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